NEWTON on the MOOR & SWARLAND PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council held
on Wednesday 24th October 2018 in Swarland Village Hall.
1.

Public Question Time (Max 15 minutes in total) – No members of the public present.

2.

Present: Cllr D. Francis, Cllr S. Gallico, Cllr Mrs S. Stanley, Cllr G. Anderson, Cllr S. Woolfrey,
Cllr E. Clark, Cllr D Rixon.
County Cllr Trevor Thorne was in attendance.
Apologies: Cllrs Ferguson, Mansfield and Howard-Row. Parish Clerk Mrs Anderson.
In the absence of the Parish Clerk, minutes were taken by Cllr. Anderson.
Declarations of Interest in items on the agenda: None.

3.
5.
6.
7.

8.

th

Minutes of the meeting held on 26 September 2018 - The minutes were agreed and signed
as a true record.
th
To consider matters arising from the meeting on 26 September 2018:
a. Update on road markings associated with traffic calming works in NotM and positioning of
interactive speed monitoring sign in Swarland – Update from Clerk. Meeting with NCC being
arranged. Cllr Rixon said school will have speed signs in this financial year.
b. Update on progress with Planning Application 17/00500/OUT Change of use to residential
(C3 use) by erecting approximately 10 no. detached dwellings. Land South West of the Old
Tweed Mill, Springwood, Swarland. Northumberland, to which the Parish Council objected –
Clerk has circulated update response from NCC. Cllr Rixon suggested asking for S. 106
contribution to improving burn. Agreed that original application details would be recirculated for
comments on 106 issue/ideas. Cllr Gallico queried if there was still time to do this. Cllr Francis
said he thought there was time as material amendments made subsequent to the original
consultation. Cllr Woolfrey said he had details of the drain survey – ring him as soon as
possible.
c. Request for letter (sent by PC to local resident regarding access to Vyner Park) to be
rescinded – Update from Clerk. In hand.
d. New Parish Map (Cllr Ferguson) to November meeting.
e. Feedback from Highways England about whether total closure of A1 will occur – Update from
Clerk. In hand.
f. Changes to refuse collection in Swarland & Newton on the Moor - Update from Clerk.
Swarland now to be collected on Tuesdays. Letters will be going to all affected residents from
NCC.
g. Update on PC/VPC Insurance Valuation – update from Cllr Gallico. Report will be provided
when invoice paid. Rebuild of VP pavilion would be £370-420,000 not £830,000. Query about
ownership of The Square. NCC have adopted road surface but other items owned by PC. Cllr
Gallico said that the information was needed urgently for replacement cost of VP playground
equipment and fencing. The report will not cover these items. Cllr Gallico was thanked for his
efforts.
Requested agenda items:
a. Vyner Park update (Cllr Stanley) – Cllr Stanley said the Ash tree by the bus stop that was
giving concern has now been removed leaving a habitat stump. Planning for the Firework Night
nd
on 2 November is well in hand. The trees from the Woodland Trust are to be planted in
November.
b. Complaints about Broadband in Swarland – request from NCC for PC to consider matter, and
discuss way forward including possibility of Officer from iNorthumberland attending PC meeting.
Cllr Clark said there was no Superfast Broadband in Hazon but have put in an application for
funding. Uncertain of success. Some funding is available for improvements where SF
Broadband not possible. Could put article in the Column about this. Clerk to clarify with John
Cooper at iNorthumberland and liaise with Cllr Clark re:article for Column.
c.NCC Consultation on reducing the level of council tax support for working age claimants in
Northumberland.The consultation is featured on the Council's website and runs from 24
September to 2 November. – For discussion and decision on response to be made. This had
been raised by Cllr Ferguson. No decision made.
th
d. Detailed PC accounts to 30 September 2018 including predicted year end figures. For
consideration and decision on future financial reporting by Clerk to PC (See Appendix 1 for
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9.

10.

draft 2). Cllr Gallico said it was very useful to have this additional information. Query about
heading of ‘donations’ for Vyner Park tractor & Marquee Hire as these were not donations. Also
there was reciprocal income regarding the marquee hire. Several Cllrs queried what the
Community fund was so Cllr Francis outlined background.
There were some presentational issues and queries about the figures and Cllrs said documents
would be easier to view in ‘Excel’ format. Cllr Rixon asked for more up to date bank account
details. There were different views on what was needed and the format for presentation. Cllrs to
make comments, raise questions so Clerk is aware. It was suggested that a finance group be
put together to do a review.
e. Process and time table for setting PC budget and precept for 2019/20 – For discussion and
agreement. It was agreed to set up finance group to meet before the November PC meeting.
Cllr Gallico and Cllr Stanley are currently discussing what the Vyner Park ‘ask’ against the
precept will be in 2019/2020 but this will need to be agreed by VPC Management Team - which
th
does not meet until 5 December – before submission to the PC.Cllr Gallico suggested a draft
budget might be produced which could be discussed by the PC subject to formal approval.
f. PC support for Jubilee Hall repairs – for discussion and agreement. An email has been
received from the Jubilee Hall Committee for extra funding for building works needed to the hall.
Cllr Woolfrey asked if additional quotes had been received. Cllr Gallico said an additional
estimate had been obtained which was for around the same amount. The priority of jobs was
queried. It was agreed in principle to give a grant of upto £2000 but clarification was needed on
exactly what works were to be done.
g. Unadopted Roads – Update from Cllr Rixon regarding the legal position of unadopted Roads.
From Department of Transport survey in 1972 there were about 44,000 unadopted roads.
Private & unadopted roads are not maintainable at public expense so responsibility for repairs is
down to owners. If dangerous, council could carry our repairs and recharge properties fronting
onto road. One of the PC priorities for the Local Transport Plan would be discounted because
NCC won’t pay to upgrade unadopted roads.
Report by County Councillor and meetings attended by Councillors:
a. Report from County Councillor Thorne – Cllr Thorne said NCC were carrying out tree works
at Alnwick Fords. Negotiations being made with adjoining landowners regarding tree
pruning/removal to improve vision splays. Cllr Thorne confirmed the 20mph limit and related
works outside schools is scheduled for the current year. Cllr Francis asked if speed limit will be
full time or just during school time. Cllr Thorne said it would be full time.
Regarding S106issues, Cllr Thorne felt that community/PC requests were important although
not always given enough consideration. They need to be relevant to the application ie. 10
houses application – burn improvements may not be realistic, but could possibly look at
improvements to culvert and control flow to prevent large discharges.
9.00 – At this point it was agreed to suspend standing orders so that the meeting could
be completed.
b. Feedback from Councillors Clarke and Rixon on the NCC Town/Parish Council Conference –
Cllr Clark said the conference was well attended. Council Leader gave presentation on NCC
broad vision and an update on Local Development Plan progress. Information was given on the
new North Tyne Development Board and the Borderlands Development Board.
Service delivery feedback – NCC looking at improving response of winter services. Waste
Management is being reviewed and may include glass/plastic roadside recycling. Consultation
is being carried out on the interim finance plan which should be coming to Parish Councils
shortly. There was an indication of some funding for PC’s.
The Dir. Public Health spoke about life expectancy around the County and considering steps to
involve community resources/assets which could be used to improve health.
Cllr Rixon said NCC were keen to use town forums, eg Alnwick, Berwick-Upon-Tweed and
Hexham. Within North Tyne Development Board area, Northumberland has larger population
than Newcastle so may benefit more from the funding pot of £20 Million/year for 30 years.
Finance:
a. Bank statements – Lloyds Treasurers Account £13,252.18 @13/9/2018 & Lloyds
Instant Access £14,031.95@11/6/2018
b. Clerk’s salary £341.00
Clerks Expenses £4.10
HM Revenues & Customs PAYE = £68.20
Payment to Clerk = £341.00 + £3.10 - £68.20 = £276.90
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c. Other receipts and payments:
i)Receipts: Donation of £72.50 towards Column from Swarland Village Action.
ii)Payments: NALC annual subscription £217.52.
Northumberland Community Enterprise (Column No. 97) £87.00 inc VAT.
Royal British Legion £60 for wreaths.
Sedgewick International UK £1560.00 inc VAT for PC/VP insurance valuation. All the above
were agreed.
d. Other – Northumberland CAN request for donation - £50.00 donation agreed.
Great North Air Ambulance request for donation - £50.00 donation agreed.
11.

Planning:
Cllr Stanley said that Cllrs Ferguson and Woolfrey had suggested that the four Swarland
Councillors meet to discuss applications and submit a joint response in order to streamline
responses to the Clerk. Cllr Francis said they would need to meet very quickly each time an
application was submitted, also may be problematical if after other responses come in, may
form different views. May trial this approach. Cllr Francis said all Cllrs should respond to all
applications where possible and not just ones in their area.
Cllr Anderson said he’d noticed an error on the agenda regarding the listing for 18/03647/FUL
which has just been submitted for comment confused with listing for 18/02250/FUL which has
just been granted permission. The listings have been corrected in the minutes below.
a. To report on any planning decisions made by NCC:
17/04160/FUL Proposed new detached dwelling on land to the rear of 8 Newton on the Moor Land North Of 8 Newton On The Moor Newton-On-The-Moor, Morpeth, Northumberland, NE65
9JY. Comments invited until 8th December 2017. Cllr Rixon pointed out that this application was
in a conservation area. Parish Cllrs objected for various reasons including concern at the
narrowness of the access to the site for fire engines to attend. Application REFUSED
permission 3/9/2018.
18/02009/FUL Proposal for new detached dwelling (bungalow) Land West Of Pinegarth, Park
Road, Swarland. Comments invited until 1st August 2018. Parish Council objected on range of
grounds including proposed development outside settlement boundary. Planning Cttee
Chairman has agreed (10/9/2018) this application will be delegated to Planning Officer to
th
decide. Application GRANTED 27 September 2018.
18/02250/FUL - Demolition of Indoor Riding Arena and Development of 26 Dwellings Amended 17/08/18 . Land Parcels South West Of Lislewood, Old Park Road, Swarland.
Application GRANTED 19th October 2018.
b. Applications pending decision by NCC
17/00500/OUT Change of use to residential (C3 use) by erecting approximately 10 no. detached
dwellings. Land South West of the Old Tweed Mill, Springwood, Swarland. Northumberland.
Parish Council objected.
18/01791/PRUTPO Tree Preservation Order: Crown reduce Larch trees (T1, T2, T7 and T8) to
approx 4m and remove deadwood , crown reduce Lime trees (T3 and T5), Horse Chestnut trees
(T4 and T9), Beech tree (T6) to approx 2m and crown thin by 15-20% to remove deadwood and
Lime tree (T10) crown reduce to approx 2m, crown thin by 15-20% and remove deadwood - 3
Beechcroft Swarland Morpeth Northumberland NE65 9HA..
Parish Council asked for more information. Application declared ‘invalid’ in June 2018 but has
now been resubmitted with additional Tree Hazard Evaluation Survey report and work to
th
additional trees. Comments invited by 19 September 2018.
18/02272/FELTPO – Ashlea, Newton-On-The-Moor, Morpeth Northumberland NE65 9JY - Tree
Preservation Order: Fell 1No. Mature Ash Tree. Parish Council objected until fully completed
application submitted.
18/03077/FUL - 5 Studley Drive, Swarland, NE65 9JT - Demolition and rebuild of domestic
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garages. Additional information submitted. Comments invited until 25 September 2018 – PC
expressed concern about trees.
c. Planning matters for Parish Council to consider
18/03077/FUL - 5 Studley Drive, Swarland, NE65 9JT - Demolition and rebuild of domestic
th
garages. Additional information submitted. Comments invited until 10 October 2018.
18/03235/FELTPO To allow construction of a surface water sewer that forms part of the
development of housing under planning consent 18/02250/FUL connecting the SUDS
depression to the watercourse, details of which have already been agreed with the LLFA - Land
Parcels South West Of Lisleswood, Old Park Road, Swarland, Northumberland. Comments
invited until 3rd October 2018.
18/03305/FUL Proposed addition of timber and double glazed garden room - 5 Studley Drive,
Swarland, Northumberland, NE65 9JT. Comments invited until 8th October 2018.
18/02730/FUL Proposed erection of 2 dormered bungalows - Land West Of 36 Park Road,
th
Park Road, Swarland Northumberland. Comments invited until 16 October 2018.
18/03139/VARYCO Newton Hall, Potting Sheds, Road to Newton Hall, Newton on the Moor Variation of Condition 2 (Approved Plans) pursuant to planning permission 15/02546/FUL to
allow amendments to proposed garage block to increase size to create three double garages to
create a provision for six vehicles Comments invited until 19th October 2018.
18/03485/FELTPO 24 Kenmore Road Swarland Morpeth Northumberland NE65 9JS - TPO Fell - T1 Sycamore T3 Sycamore T8 Horse Chestnut T18 Horse Chestnut. Fell all to near
ground level and replace. Safety risk Prune - T4 Horse Chestnut Crown thin 10%. Alleviate
shading. Prune out deadwood. T6 - Hornbeam. Remove 2 lower most branches to maintain
public footpath T7 - Horse Chestnut Crown thin 10% alleviate shading and prune out deadwood
T9 - Lime Remove epicormic growth to 3m above ground level. Maintain public footpath T12 Horse Chestnut Remove deadwood, crossing branches and crown lift to 5m T13 - Lime Remove
epicormis growth 3m above ground level. Maintain public footpath T14 - Holly - Trim back
branches over footpath. Enable 3 m clearance T16 - Lime - Trim back branches over footpath.
Enable 3 m clearance T17 - Prune back branch back after previous branch failure tear just
th
above 1st secondary branch. Comments invited until 24 October 2018.
18/03538/FUL Oak Dene Grange, Longframlington – Proposed Agricultural Building. Comments
th
invited until 26 October 2018.

12.

13.
14.

15.

18/03647/FUL Erection of indoor riding arena for riding of horses. Swarland Equestrian Centre
th
Old Park Road Swarland Morpeth Northumberland NE65 9HJ. Comments invited until 7
November 2018.
Correspondence:
HospiceCare North Northumberland – Thank you letter and receipt for donation.
Jubilee Hall Committee – Thank you email for 2018/19 grant.
NCC advising refuse collection changes to Newton on the Moor w/c 22nd October 2018.
NALC information about 2017/18 Audit - If an Exempt Council has sent their certificate of
exemption and contact details to PKF Littlejohn, then the Council should not receive any
communication to say no formal questions have been raised. Exempt Councils will not receive
an audit completion certificate from PKF Littlejohn.
CAN (Community Action Northumberland) Invitation to AGM Tuesday 6 November 2018 24pm. Longhoughton Community & Sports Centre, Longhoughton, Alnwick,
Northumberland NE66 3JH
Urgent items: None.
Requests for next agenda:
a. Reflections on Planning Procedure.
b. Finance presentation.
Date of Next Meeting - 28/11/2018 JH, no meeting in December, 23/1/2019 SVH, 27/2/2019
JH.
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