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To: Planning Strategy <planningstrategy@northumberland.gov.uk>
Bcc: janandersonpc@gmail.com

Dear Clerk

Northumberland Local Plan
Forthcoming consultation on a Draft Local Plan, July to August 2018

I am writing to provide you with advance warning of the forthcoming consultation on a draft of 
the Northumberland Local Plan and update you on the timetable for its preparation.

Subject to approval by the Council’s Cabinet on 14 June 2018, consultation on the Draft Local 
Plan will begin on 4 July 2018 and take place over a six week period until 15 August 2018.

The Draft Local Plan contains policies on a range of planning topics and also includes land 
allocations and area-based designations. This includes proposed settlement boundaries for 
some towns and villages.

A report will be considered by Cabinet on 14 June 2018, and before that by the Communities 
and Place Overview and Scrutiny Committee on 8 June 2018. The papers for these 
meetings, which includes the consultation document, are now publicly available via our 
website and this provides an opportunity to have an early sight of the proposed policies and 
proposals contained in the document ahead of the start of the consultation period. The report 
and associated documents can be accessed from the following link: http://committee.
northumberland.gov.uk/Meeting.aspx?MeetID=9060.

We will send you a further email to notify you of the start of the consultation period and 
provide details of how you can view the final consultation document and how you can 
respond to consultation. We will also send you a hard copy of the consultation document at 
this time.

We will also be publicising the consultation more widely to residents and businesses by 
sending a flyer to every address in Northumberland. This will include details of a number of 
drop-in sessions that will be held across Northumberland during the consultation period that 
will allow people to find out more about the consultation and how to provide their comments. 
The dates, times and venues of these drop-in sessions will be confirmed in the coming 
weeks.

In terms of the timetable for the preparation of the Northumberland Local Plan, which is 
contained in the Local Development Scheme document, I can confirm that this has recently 
been revised by the Council to accelerate the timetable for preparation of the Local Plan and 



to identify specific months for each of the key milestones in order to improve clarity. A copy of 
the revised Local Development Scheme can be found via the Local Plan page on our website 
at www.northumberland.gov.uk/localplan and revised key dates for the preparation of the 
Local Plan are set out below:

• Consultation on draft Local Plan - 4 July 2018 to 15 August 2018
• Publication -  January 2019
• Submission - May 2019
• Examination hearings - September 2019
• Adoption - March 2020

I trust this update is useful to you. If you have any queries relating to this forthcoming 
consultation, please do not hesitate to contact us via email to PlanningStrategy@
northumberland.gov.uk or 01670 623631.

Yours faithfully

Kevin Tipple
Senior Planning Officer
Planning Policy
Northumberland County Council
County Hall
Morpeth
Northumberland
NE61 2EF

T: 01670 623631
E: Kevin.Tipple@northumberland.gov.uk

Jan Anderson <janandersonpc@gmail.com> Sat, Jun 2, 2018 at 1:44 PM
To: David Rixon <djcrixon@aol.com>, DavidFfrancis <drfrancis@btinternet.com>, Greg Anderson 
<greganderson@talktalk.net>, Ivor Jones <ivorjonesalnwick@aol.com>, Neil Mansfield 
<neil.mansfield5822@btinternet.com>, Stephen Gallico <gallicopc@gmail.com>, Steve Woolfrey 
<SteveWoolfrey.PC@outlook.com>, Suzanne Stanley <smstanleypc@gmail.com>

Dear all
FYI
Regards
Jan
[Quoted text hidden]

-- 
Jan Anderson
Clerk to Newton on the Moor & Swarland PC
0777 5060430

David Francis <drfrancis@btinternet.com> Sat, Jun 2, 2018 at 3:06 PM
To: Jan Anderson <janandersonpc@gmail.com>, David Rixon <djcrixon@aol.com>, Greg Anderson 
<greganderson@talktalk.net>, Ivor Jones <ivorjonesalnwick@aol.com>, Neil Mansfield 
<neil.mansfield5822@btinternet.com>, Stephen Gallico <gallicopc@gmail.com>, Steve Woolfrey 
<SteveWoolfrey.PC@outlook.com>, Suzanne Stanley <smstanleypc@gmail.com>

Thanks, Jan, and hello colleagues

Although there was a lot of scaremongering about a ‘planning free-for-all’ last Summer, when 
the new NCC Administration withdrew the March 2017 LDP which had been submitted to HM 



Government, NCC has clearly moved very quickly to get this new draft into the open. This is 
good news.

Although we will wish to read and respond to a range of topics and proposals, my guess is 
that most people in our parish will be particularly interested in the settlement hierarchy and 
associated proposals, starting at page 51. See especially Policy STP1 on page 56. 

Swarland is designated as a ‘service village’, and a tightly-drawn ‘settlement limit’ is 
proposed. See the interactive map and ‘tick’ the ‘Policy STP 1 layer’. Please note that areas, 
such as Percy Wood and North of Leamington Lane, are outside this limit.

Newton on the Moor is an ‘other settlement’. No settlement limit has been defined, and there 
appears to be a contradiction, or maybe an ambiguity:  

- para 4.34 says All settlements which benefit from settlement boundaries in the current 
development plan documents, are proposed to retain their boundaries, albeit that, in some 
instances, they may be adjusted due to more recent development or other changes that have 
taken place. Does this mean the settlement boundary that is in the Alnwick DC plan will be 
adapted and adopted, even though it was not a ‘saved policy’? 

- policy STP1 says Sustainable development within the built up form, or immediately 
adjacent to other settlements without defined settlement limits (NB my emphasis), will 
be supported if it is of an appropriate scale and it can be demonstrated that it does not 
adversely impact upon the character of the settlement. I feel this risks a number of ad-hoc 
additions around the edge of the current built-up area.

I would guess that the currently-available documents will be what are made available 
unchanged for public consultation in July, so can I encourage everyone to begin to plough 
through them sooner rather than later.

Thanks

Dave

From: Jan Anderson [mailto:janandersonpc@gmail.com] 
Sent: 02 June 2018 13:45



To: David Rixon; DavidFfrancis; Greg Anderson; Ivor Jones; Neil Mansfield; Stephen Gallico; Steve 
Woolfrey; Suzanne Stanley
Subject: Fwd: Northumberland Local Plan - Forthcoming consultation, July to August 2018

[Quoted text hidden]


